CLAIMS 

^ / 

1 / 1. Method for operating an account payalple computing 

2 I system, comprising the steps of: / 

3 preprocessing electronic invoiceys received from a 

4 vendor to identify duplicate invoices; 

5 introducing invoices not identified as duplicate 

6 invoices into an accounts payable data base; and 

7 rejecting invoices identified as duplicate invoices 

8 back to said vendor witnout introducing said duplicate 

9 invoices into said accounts payable data base. 

1 2. A method for operating a computing system, comprising 

2 the steps of: / 

3 grabbing an inbound EDI invoice file from a vendor 

4 before it is jynput to an accounts payable database; 
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5 auditing said inbound EDI invoice file for a duplicate 

6 invoice item; / 

7 upon determining said inbound EDI invoice is a 

8 duplicate, creating a duplicate invoice transaction 

9 back to said vendor; and / 

10 posting to said accounts payable database only those 

11 invoices determined not to be duplicates. 

1 3, The method of claim 2, said auditing seep comprising 

2 the further steps of: / 

3 first sorting said inbound ED/ invoice against an 

4 accounts payable productioii table for same vendor and 

5 same vendor invoice num^r; ^ 

/ ^ 

6 second sorting hit^ from said first sorting for same 

7 purchase order >Dilled; 

8 third sort/ng hits from said second sorting for same 

9 items bi/Lled on purchase order; 

10 four/ch sorting hits from said third sorting to identify 
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11 said inbound EDI invoice a duplicate invoice if it 

12 contains an item having^a net sum ^ifeater than zero. 

1 14. Method for operating a comduting system responsive to 

2 receipt of an electronic input invoice from a vendor, 

3 comprising the steps of: / 

4 grabbing said input invoifce before it is input to an 

5 accounts payable database; 

6 identifying previously/ received invoices from said 

7 vendor having the same vendor invoice identifier; 

Jl:^ 8 identifying said pr^iously received invoices having 

9 the same vendor invoice identifier any items 

"^i 10 corresponding to inems on said input invoice; 

11 calculating the net sum of items on said input invoice 

12 having corresponding items on said previously received 

13 invoices; / 

14 for an input in\^oice having an item with a net sum 

15 greater than zero, communicating a duplicate invoice 

16 rejection messane back to said vendor; and 
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17 for an input invoice having/ no item with a net sum 

18 greater than zero, posting /said input invoice to said 

19 accounts payable database./ 

1 5. A program storage device readable by a machine, 

2 tangibly embodying a program o/f instructions executable by a 

3 machine to perform method steps for processing electronic 

4 input invoices from a vendor,/ said method steps comprising: 

5 preprocessing said input invoices to identify duplicate 

6 invoices; / 

7 introducing invoices mot identified as duplicate 

8 invoices into an accopnts payable data base for 

9 payment; and / 

10 rejecting invoices i'dentified as duplicate invoices 

11 back to said vendor/ without introducing said duplicate 

12 invoices into said /accounts payable data base for 

13 payment. / 

1 6. A program storage/ device readable by a machine, 

2 tangibly embodying a ppogram of instructions executable by a 
EN998071 29 



3 machine to perform method steps fjLr operating a computing 

4 system responsive to receipt of ^n electronic input invoice 

5 from a vendor, said method steps^^ comprising: 

/ 

6 grabbing said input invoiae before it is input to an 

7 accounts payable database/; 

8 identifying previously deceived invoices from said 

9 vendor having the same vendor invoice identifier; 

10 identifying said previously received invoices having 

11 the same vendor invoiae identifier any items 

12 corresponding to items on said input invoice; 

13 calculating the net sum of items on said input invoice 

14 having corresponding items on said previously received 

15 invoices; / 

16 for an input invoice having an item with a net sum 

17 greater than zero J communicating a duplicate invoice 

18 rejection message /back to said vendor; and 

19 for an input invdice having no item with a net sum 

20 greater than zerA, posting said input invoice to said 

21 accounts payable database. 
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An article of manufacture comprising: 

a computer useable mediura having computer readable 
program code means embodied therein for operating a 
computing system responsive to receipt of an electronic 
input invoice from a vemdor, the computer readable 
program means in said afticle of manufacture 
comprising: 



9 
10 



computer readable program code means for causing a 
computer to effect gratping said input invoice before 
it is input to an accounts payable database; 



11 
12 
13 
14 



computer readable program code means for causing a 
computer to effect identifying previously received 
invoices from said venpor having the same vendor 
invoice identifier; 



15 
16 
17 
18 



computer readable program code means for causing a 
computer to effect identifying said previously received 
invoices having the same vendor invoice identifier any 
items corresponding no items on said input invoice; 
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computer readable program code means for causing a 
computer to effect calculating the net sum of items on 
said input invoice having corresponding items on said 
previously received im'oices; 

computer readable progi'am code means for causing a 



computer to effect for 
with a net sum greater 
duplicate invoice reje 
vendor; and 



an input invoice having an item 
than zero, communicating a 
::tion message back to said 



computer readable 
computer to effect fo 
with a net sum great 
invoice to said 



account 



procfram code means for causing a 

an input invoice having no item 
than zero, posting said input 
s payable database. 



er 



8. An article of manufacture comprising: 

a computer useable medium having computer readable 
program code means enbodied therein for processing 

oices from a vendor, the computer 
ns in said article of manufacture 



electronic input in^i 
readable program mec. 
comprising: 



\ 
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computer readable program ^code means for causing a 
computer to effect preprocessing said input invoices to 
identify duplicate invoices; 



10 
11 
12 
13 



computer readable progrem code means for causing a 
computer to effect introducing invoices not identified 
as duplicate invoices iijito an accounts payable data 
base for payment; and 



14 
15 
16 
17 
18 



computer readable program code means for causing a 
computer to effect rejecting invoices identified as 
duplicate invoices badk to said vendor without 
introducing said duplojcate invoices into said accounts 
payable data base for payment. 



1 9. A computing system rejsponsive to receipt of an 

2 electronic input invoice flrom a vendor, comprising: 



3 
4 



means for grabbing said input invoice before it is 
input to an accounts payable database; 



5 
6 



means for identify 
said vendor having 



:.ng previously received invoices from 
the same vendor invoice identifier; 
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means for identifying said previously received invoices 
having the same vendor invqice identifier any items 
corresponding to items on said input invoice; 



10 
11 
12 



means for calculating the 
input invoice having corr€ 
previously received invoicfes; 



net sum of items on said 
sponding items on said 



13 
14 
15 
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means, responsive to an 
with a net sum greater t 
duplicate invoice rejecti 
vendor; and 



ipput invoice having an item 
an zero, for communicating a 
on message back to said 



means, responsive to an 
with a net sum greater t 
input invoice to said 



:.nput invoice having no item 
zero, for posting said 
s payable database. 



lan 



accounts 
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